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appendix — contracts, testaments, inventories of Roman firms of the 
kind concerned — throw new light on the activity of publishers like Van 
Aelst and the Rossi; and also upon the history of art and artists. The 
head of the Vatican Library has not neglected the occasion to call our 
attention to one of the less known of the treasures confided to his care. 
In the first place he shows what use can be made of the art-historical 
Biblioteca Cicognara. Its catalogue is familiar to art-historians, as a 
real bibliography of rare books about Italy, but surely not all of them 
know that the collection itself is incorporated in the Vaticana; and the 
amount of information which the author derives from the collection of 
prints in the Vatican Library shows us that it may be of unexpected 
importance. 

J. A. F. Orbaan. 

The English Factories in India, 1624-1629: a Calendar of Docu- 
ments in the India Office, etc. By William Foster. (Oxford: 
The Clarendon Press. 1909. Pp. xlviii, 388.) 
This third volume in the series edited by Mr. Foster contains a 
calendar of 366 documents, all of which, except seven, are to be found at 
the India Office, in the Original Correspondence series, the Marine 
Records, and Factory Records. It constitutes a valuable addition to the 
printed sources for the early history of the London East India Company ; 
and the introduction by the editor is an excellent summary of the 
documents and a record of the course of events in the East, 1624- 
1629. 

As in earlier volumes the correspondence and " consultations " con- 
tain much information regarding conditions and English interests in 
places besides Surat, Masulipatam, and other minor Indian agencies. 
The continuance of factories at Batavia, Mocha, and in Persia give, there- 
fore, a wider range than might be suspected from the title. Further- 
more, the variety of topics touched on, or more fully treated, give more 
than special significance to the volume. Indeed the reviewer is per- 
plexed by the question of relative importance and can at best only call 
attention to a few chief topics and refer the student for further and 
more detailed guidance to the excellent index. 

As compared with the previous volume, international rivalries be- 
come more confused and are not on the whole marked by such decisive 
events. However, while no second Ormus is captured during these 
years, the Anglo-Dutch attack on Bombay in 1626 and other furious 
naval encounters with the Portuguese in the Persian Gulf and neighbor- 
ing waters should serve to emphasize the fact that, although these were 
English victories, Hunter's generalization that " from 1622, India and 
the Persian Gulf lay open to England as far as Portugal was con- 
cerned " (Hist, of British India, I. 330) should be received only with 
modification. Another aspect of European contentions is the curiously 
involved Anglo-Dutch co-operation against a common enemy in the 
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East only shortly after the massacre at Amboyna, at a time when at 
home directors of the London Company were besieging the government 
with requests for intervention and claims for damages against the Dutch. 
But even in the East there are not infrequent references to Dutch com- 
petition, to "the many threatenings of the Dutch" (p. 135), and oc- 
casions " wherein as in all things the Dutch have abused them " (p. 
308). There are complaints also of the new rivalry of the Danes. 

In the field of economics the development of the spice trade is now 
to be studied side by side with that of cotton goods, whose nomen- 
clature from " caingoulons " to " trickandees " does not thereby include 
either its alpha or omega. The methods of collecting a ship's load, the 
question of custom duties, private trade, rates of exchange, and the im- 
port of gold are all here involved and receive significant illustration. 

Throughout the book the vicissitudes of native politics whether in 
Persia or India are a constant background to European interests. On 
page 312 there is noted the death early in 1629 of Shah Abbas whose 
alliance against the Portuguese had led to the capture of Ormus. His 
influence, interests, and diplomacy had, for some years past, been a sub- 
ject of lively and frequent consideration to the English. So also in 
India civil war, political intrigues, the death of Jahangir, and finally 
the accession of Shah Jahan in 1628 were of importance in the history 
of the Mughal Empire and each reacted in various fashion on the 
fortunes of the English merchants, whose letters contain frequent refer- 
ence to these events. But to have called attention to -only these three 
fields of interest for which these documents are valuable is confessedly 
to have omitted many others which the limits of this notice must ex- 
clude. But first and last, the student is again indebted to Mr. Foster for 

his excellent work as editor. , T _ _, 

Alfred L. P. Dennis. 

W eltgeschichte seit der Volkerwanderung. In neun Banden. Von 
Theodor Lindner, Professor an der Universitat Halle. 
Sechster Band. (Stuttgart und Berlin: J. G. Cotta. 1909. Pp. 

xii, 577-) 

Professor Lindner is noteworthy in post-Rankian Germany as having 
the temerity to write a work on Geschichtsphilosophie and to undertake 
single-handed a history of the world since the Germanic invasions. 
After surveying the numerous co-operative histories in the latter field 
one turns with interest to see how well one scholar handles a problem 
which is now generally attacked by well-marshalled battalions of his- 
torians. The writer must confess at once that he laid down Professor 
Lindner's work with the distinct impression that the author in single 
combat had at many points come nearer to winning the day than many 
a regiment of historians carrying the colors of some publishing house 
or academic institution. It is stimulating in these days to find a man 
measuring himself by some great synthetic task in the field of historical 



